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Theme: The Position of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in European Contract Law 

According to the European Commission, differences in contract law and the additional transaction 
costs and complexity they generate in cross-border transactions dissuade a considerable number of 
traders, in particular SMEs, from expanding into markets of other Member States. These differences are 
also said to limit competition in the internal market. Furthermore, they underlie the European 
Commission’s draft Regulation for a Common European Sales Law (CESL) and the Consumer Rights 
Directive, subject of the 2011 workshop in Utrecht. In this workshop, little attention was paid to the 
position of SMEs, although their position, under the CESL in particular and European Contract Law in 
general, deserve particular attention. The 2012 workshop is therefore dedicated to the position of SMEs 
in European Contract law and focuses on their contractual relations with other SMEs (SME2SME), 
consumers (SME2C and C2SME) and larger companies (B2SME and SME2B). Is there a need for a kind 
of “consumer law for professionals”? 

Chair:  Sonja Kruisinga (UU) 
 

14.30 – 15.00 Sander Van Loock (KU Leuven) 
The position of small and medium sized enterprises in European Contract Law. 
Enterprises and banks: do we need a special SME protection? 
 

15.00 – 15.30 Chris Jansen, Songül Mutluer, Anja van den Borne, Sophie Prent and  
Ulysse Ellian (VU) 
The case of EU regulated public contracts: plea for inclusion in European contract law 
 

15.30 – 16.00 Bert Keirsbilck (HUB/KU Leuven) 
Should the EU legislator harmonize rules concerning unfair business-to-business 
trading practices? 
 

16.00 – 16.20 Discussion 
 

16.20 – 16.30 Presentation of conference volumes, discussion on theme workshop 2013 
 

 

http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2012/2012-11-29/workshop7b_aantallen.pdf
http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2012/2012-11-29/workshop7b_Van_Loock.pdf
http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2012/2012-11-29/workshop7b_Jansen.pdf
http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2012/2012-11-29/workshop7b_Keirsbilck.pdf

