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The Russia-Ukraine War in a Global Legal Context:
Continuity and Discontinuity in International Law

lus Commune Workshop
Maastricht, Thursday 11 May 2023, 14.00-18.00 CET

The lus Commune research programme Constitutional Processes in the Global Legal Order is
organising a workshop on the Russia-Ukraine war at the occasion of the lus Commune
Conference 2023 (11-12 May 2023) in Maastricht. The workshop takes place on Thursday 11
May 2023 (14.00-18.00).

Theme of the workshop

Continuity between the past and the present may be an inherent characteristic of law,
including international law. Continuity gives stability and foreseeability with respect to the
content of law, how it is applied, and what impact legal norms have on societies. At the same
time, the continuity of law can be accompanied by the preservation of underlying historical
patterns and political dynamics. Without critical scrutiny, law and its stability can serve to
perpetuate some of the problematic patterns and dynamics in a supposedly changing world.

By using continuity—and discontinuity—as a central angle, this workshop takes part in the
ongoing discussion of international law in connection to the current Russia-Ukraine war. The
conflict has no doubt given rise to many issues concerning international law. Russia’s
aggression was accompanied by the rhetorical use of various international legal principles
and rules. In contesting this rhetoric, Ukraine has resorted to the International Court of Justice
through the parameters of the Genocide Convention. A possibility to establish a special
tribunal for the crime of aggression is being discussed in academia and at governmental
levels. A wide range of national and international actors engage in collecting and verifying
evidence of possible war crime; also the International Criminal Court is investigating alleged
crimes. In the meantime, multiple packages of sanctions were introduced by the EU, US, and
like-minded states. The controversies surrounding these sanctions expose the uncertainty of
international legal rules to regulate the use of unilateral sanctions. Many other domestic and
international legal issues have arisen from the war in Ukraine.

On the basis of ongoing debates, the workshop sheds light on how the past is relevant in
understanding or addressing international law surrounding the Russia-Ukraine war. By
tracing the meaning of past practices, debates and/or ideologies for today’s international law,
the workshop aims to improve our understanding of legal discourses and to facilitate forward-
looking discussions.

The workshop is organised by Machiko Kanetake (Utrecht University), Denise Prévost
(Maastricht University) and Jan Wouters (KU Leuven).


https://www.iuscommune.eu/school.aspx?type=PPrivaat&context=20&language=English

Programme

Panel 1 (14.00-15.45)

International Law as Justification and Resistance in Times of War

Chair: Dominic Coppens (Maastricht University)

International Law: A Language Both of Power and Resistance
Maria Varaki(King's College London)

From Liberation to Empire: How Russian Narratives Abuse Self-Determination
to Justify Aggressive Imperialism

Andrea Maria Pelliconi (The City Law School, University of London)

Forcible Protection of Nationals Abroad: The Doctrine’s Hegemonic Use
loanna Pervou (Democritus University of Thrace)

The Ukrainian Conflict and the Law of Neutrality 2.0
Giulio Bartolini (Roma Tre University)

Panel 2 (16.15-18.00)

Sanctions and Redress Mechanisms

Chair: Machiko Kanetake (Utrecht University)

Autonomous Sanctions’ and Their Application in the Ukraine Conflict
Konstantinos D. Magliveras (University of the Aegean)

Power and Restraint: A Critical Examination of EU Unilateral Sanctions
through the Kaleidoscopic Lens of Proportionality
Marie Terlinden (KU Leuven)

Mechanisms of Damage Compensation to Ukraine
Kravtsov Serhii (Max Planck Institute for International, European and
Regulatory Procedural Law; Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University)

Mass Atrocities and the Role of Collective Redress Mechanisms in Delivering
Justice: Lessons from History

Mykola Lazarenko (Institute of International Relations, Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv; KU Leuven)


http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2023/2023-05-11/workshop_7_Magliveras.pdf

