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 EU Value Chain Regulation in a Changing Global Economic 

Order – Approaches in Consumer and Competition Law 

For decades, one of the critiques associated with trade in global value chains (GVCs) was 
the move towards de-regulation and liberalisation of international trade. While the 
grounds of this critique remain valid, today we also witness a different and quite opposite 
trend: Investing global value chain trade and, relatedly, regulation. There is increasing 
regulatory intervention into GVCs for various policy objectives with the EU at the 
forefront. The policy objectives pursued through this renewed regulatory agenda range 
from initially a sustainability-related focus towards now outspoken geopolitical 
ambitions. In that context, EU GVC regulation took place predominantly in company law 
by means of reporting and due diligence obligations for lead firms. However, this form 
of regulatory inroad received significant pushback, recently. While much of the debate 
on GVC regulation focussing on critique of this political backsliding, little attention is 
given to other mechanisms and thus other areas of law that are still, and perhaps even 
more intensively, deployed by states and regions in the pursuit of regulating GVCs. In 
this workshop, we focus on such new approaches and areas of law. To that end, we 
identified competition law and consumer law as particularly fruitful areas to investigate. 
The aim of this workshop is to reveal the opportunities of these legal areas, discuss the 
challenges that they pose for both regulatory and normative coherence and for GVCs as 
an instrument deployed by the EU to exert geopolitical influence and pursue 
sustainability in a changing global order. 
 

 Chair: Rebecca Ravalli (Maastricht University) 
 

14:00 – 14:10 Anna Beckers (Maastricht University) 
Welcome & Opening remarks 
 

14:00 – 14:10 Panel I: EU Consumer law as GVC regulation 
This panel will address various facets of the relation between GVCs and consumption. 
The focus is on the challenges and opportunities that the changing economic order 
presents, such as the increased digitalisation of markets and the need to foster sustainable 
consumption and the circular economy. Both dimensions challenge the idea of the 
consumer as separate from the economic actors operating in the production and 
distribution parts of the chain, while at the same time suggesting the idea that consumers 
are co-producers of the economic order and can contribute to (re-)direct its shifting 
trajectory through their impact on GVCs. 
 

  

http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2025/2025-11-27/workshop_7_participants.pdf


 Chair: Rebecca Ravalli (Maastricht University) 
Opening  
 

 Gitta Veldt (Leiden University)  
Consumers in changing markets: consumer interaction with market actors in digitalised spaces 
 

 Jie Ouyang (Groningen University) 
Situating consumers in global value chains: a perspective of consumer embeddedness 
 

 Gian Luca Traverso (Maastricht University) 
Circular economy in the making: Consumers, consumption and the right to repair 
 

15:40 – 16:00 Coffee break 
 

16:00 – 17:30 Panel II: Competition law and GVC regulation 
This panel will discuss the largely underexplored relationship between competition law 
and GVCs and examine how competition law conceptualizes the complexity of 
relationships between GVC actors. Areas of focus for this panel include competition law’s 
stance on GVC governance (including through digitalization at different levels – from 
production to trade facilitation), new forms of economic power emerging in GVCs, 
sustainability considerations in GVC analysis as well as the relationship between 
competition law and industrial policy that has recently resurfaced against the backdrop 
of geopolitical turbulences and trade wars. 
 

 Chair: Daria Kotova (Maastricht University) 
Opening  
 

 Pauline Phoa (Utrecht University) 
Global value chains and power in competition law 
 

 Friso Bostoen (Tilburg University) 
From platforms to ecosystems to global value chains in competition law 
 

 Can Atik (Wageningen University) 
Data governance in global agricultural value chains: Regulation and competition law approaches 
 

17:30 Closing and final remarks 
 

 


	Ius Commune Conference 2025
	Workshop: EU Value Chain Regulation in a Changing Global Economic Order

