Ius Commune Conference 2025

Workshop: Contract Law

Friday, 28 November (9.00 - 12.00)

Room: 2 Jupiter

Participants
09:00 - 09:05
09:05 - 09:25
09:25 - 09:35
09:35 - 09:55
09:55 - 10:15
10:15 - 10:35

10:35 - 10:45

Theme: Sustainability and Contract Law

Contract law has long been seen as a neutral framework for private exchanges. However,
it may have the potential to be a powerful tool for advancing societal goals, including
moving towards a more sustainable economy. EU consumer contract law has been used
as a testing ground to incorporate sustainability goals in contract law. The Right to Repair
Directive, for example, encourages repair over replacement as a remedy for a lack of
conformity in consumer sales contracts and requires manufacturers of certain product
groups to repair these goods upon a consumer’s request, even after the legal guarantee
period has expired. Yet, sustainability in contract law is not limited to consumer contract
law and does not depend solely on regulatory intervention. In B2B relationships, freedom
of contract can be used to promote environmental objectives. Parties may agree to use
recycled materials or renewable energy, or embed sustainability requirements
throughout supply and subcontracting chains. More generally, fundamental doctrines of
contract law, such as rules on contract interpretation, non-performance, and good
faith/abuse of rights, may serve as mechanisms that guide contractual relationships
towards more sustainable outcomes. However, the path towards a sustainable contract
law is not linear. The pausing of the legislative process on the Green Claims Directive
demonstrates that sustainability measures are subject to political debate and economic
concerns. This makes it all the more important for scholars to reflect critically on the role
of contract law in the transition towards a sustainable economy.

Chair: Marco Loos (UvA) and Caroline Cauffman (UM)
Opening

Tom Hick, Fleur Vanswijgenhove, Aude Romain (all KU Leuven)
The sustainable toolbox of the law of obligations — Perspectives from contract law

Q&A session

Kate O'Reilly (UM)
Reinterpreting freedom of contract: the case of renewable energy communities

Estelle Valentine Irambona (KU Leuven)
A contract law perspective of the EU’s Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive

Q&A session

Coffee break


http://www.iuscommune.eu/html/activities/2025/2025-11-27/workshop_9_participants.pdf

10:45 - 11:05
11:05 - 11:25
11:25 - 11:45
11.45 -12.00

Jie Ouyang (RUG)
Rethinking the principles of contract law through sustainability: who are the contractual
outsiders?

Candide Leone (UVA
European contract law and over-consumption

Q&A session
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