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Ius Commune Workshop on Liability & Insurance Law 2026 

Standardisation of damage assessment 

 

The 30th Ius Commune Conference will take place in Leuven on 24–25 November 2026. The workshop on 

Liability & Insurance Law will be devoted to the Standardisation of damage assessment. 

 

In theory, liability and insurance law adopt an individual perspective when assessing damages. We expect 

judges or other legal professionals to determine the existence of damage and to assess that damage on a 

case-by-case basis. After all, no two people are alike, and liability law should accommodate this diversity and 

individuality. It is also meant to provide – in principle – for full compensation for the damage actually 

suffered. In practice, however, a clear trend towards standardisation has emerged in recent decades. 

Standardisation of the assessment of (particularly physical) damage serves important functions in the 

settlement of claims: reasons of (legal) certainty, equality, efficiency, justice experiences, etc. Examples 

include the Belgian Indicatieve Tabel, the guidelines of the Dutch Personal Injury Council, the Dutch 

Rotterdamse schaal, the French Nomenclature Dintilhac and the numerous Référentiels Indicatifs (such as 

the Référentiel Mornet, the Référentiel indicatif des Cours d’appel and the Référentiel de l’ONIAM), and the 

English Guidelines for the assessment of general damages in personal injury cases. In doing so, judges, 

insurers and/or legal representatives  depart, to some degree, from the principle of a strict individual 

assessment of damages.  

 

This workshop aims to explore fundamental questions that arise in this context of standardisation:  

 

● How do the various standardisation methods relate to the basic principles of liability law, such as the 

principle of full compensation (restitutio in integrum), the in concreto assessment, the prohibition on 

judges ruling by way of a generally applicable decision (cf. Article 6 of the Belgian Judicial Code), the duty 

to state reasons, etc. 

● What is being standardised (which categories of damage, limited or general, loss of earnings, etc.)?  

● Who carries out the standardisation (judges, the legislature, academics, insurers, victims’ associations, 

professional bodies, medical experts, actuaries, economists, etc.)? What interests are involved and how 

might these influence the process?  

● By what process is standardisation achieved (according to which method or process, using which tools)? 

● What are the (dis)advantages of the various standardisation methods?  

● How did these various standardisation methods come about, and why have they taken their current 

form?  

● … 

(Although there is a connection, this workshop is not intended to address fundamental questions raised by 

mass claims.) 

 

We warmly invite proposals for presentations on this topic.  

 

● Please send abstracts (maximum 400 words) and a short biography to francoise.auvray@kuleuven.be 

by 4 September 2026. 

● All proposals must be in English. 

● Proposals may cover a wide range of perspectives, including empirical legal studies, historical research, 

internal (e.g. liability, insurance, criminal and medical law, …) and external comparative research, 

doctrinal research and law and economics.  

● Researchers both within and outside the Ius Commune Research School are welcome to submit 

abstracts. Please feel free to forward this call to colleagues who might be interested. 

mailto:francoise.auvray@kuleuven.be


 

Shortly after the deadline, applicants will be informed whether their proposals have been selected for 

presentation during the workshop. Where submissions are of a similarly high standard, the organising 

committee will give preference to early-career researchers.  

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the organising committee,  

 

Françoise Auvray (francoise.auvray@kuleuven.be), Rianka Rijnhout (r.rijnhout@uu.nl) and Ilse Samoy 

(ilse.samoy@kuleuven.be)  
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