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CALL FOR PRESENTATION PROPOSALS 

Ius Commune Conference 2026 – Workshop Contact Law 

Contract Law in the 2030s: Technology, Sustainability and Fairness 

Leuven 25 November 2026 9:00-12:00 

 

Submission deadline: 1 October 2026  

Contract law is going through a period of profound transformation. Technological 
innovation, environmental pressures, and changing forms of economic organisation are 
challenging established ideas of consent, obligation, performance, liability, and 
remedies. The coming decade raises fundamental questions about the meaning of 
consent, the allocation of technological and environmental risks, and the extent to which 
contractual freedom should be limited by considerations of fairness, sustainability, and 
public policy. As the 2030s approach, courts, legislatures, and scholars must determine 
whether existing contractual principles remain capable of absorbing these challenges or 
whether new rules must be introduced. This is not a novel question, it relates to a 
longstanding debate as to whether contract law is to be understood as an internally 
coherent normative order, a body of principles answerable to its own structure, 
associated with corrective justice and the correlative relationship between the parties 
(coherentist view), or as an instrument that legitimately serves external policy goals such 
as sustainability, market efficiency, or the promotion of innovation (instrumentalist view). 
Yet, the scale and speed of the changes now confronting contract law give this familiar 
debate renewed urgency.  

We invite established scholars, but also and in particular young researchers to submit 
presentation proposals for the workshop “Contract Law in the 2030s: Technology, 
Sustainability and Fairness”. The workshop will provide a forum for critical and 
comparative reflection on the future direction of contract law. 

Suggested Topics 

Submissions may address, but are not limited to: 

• algorithmic contracting and machine-generated agreements; 

• smart contracts, blockchain systems and decentralised transactions; 

• digital platforms and digital fairness; 

• contract law and data protection; 

• sustainability clauses and climate-conscious contracting; 

• contract law as a mechanism for environmental governance; 



• long-term contracts under conditions of climate and economic uncertainty; 

• global supply chains and human-rights obligations; 

• transnational commercial contracts and private regulation; 

• contract theory, empirical and socio-legal studies of contracting practices; 

• comparative, and interdisciplinary approaches to the future of contract law. 

Submission Requirements 

Applicants should submit: 

1. a presentation title; 

2. an abstract of no more than 500 words; 

3. the author’s institutional affiliation and contact details 

Submissions should be prepared in Microsoft Word format and sent to 
caroline.cauffman@maastrichtuniversity.nl by 1 October 2026 18:00. The subject line 
should read: ‘Submission—Contract Law in the 2030s’. 

Important Dates 

• Deadline for abstracts: 1 October 2026 

• Notification of acceptance: 15 October 2026 

• Conference: 25 November 2026 

Presentation and Participation 

Selected participants will be invited to present papers of approximately 20 minutes, 
followed by discussion.  

Contact 

For questions, please contact: caroline.cauffman@maastrichtuniversity.nl  
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