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After a beautiful first day of our conference, it is with great pleasure the 
jury of the Ius Commune Prize may announce the winner of this year’s 
prize.  

We have received a large amount of interesting, varied submissions, many 
of high or very high quality.  

Submissions reflect the growth of Ius Commune as a research school, 
spanning from classic comparative legal research to the application of 
innovative quantitative methods to analyse the discourse on competition 
law. 

We have read articles that make connections between fields of law that 
have until now been unexplored, like those between international tax law 
and human rights, as well as articles that harken back to classic Greek 
philosophy to achieve a more balanced interpretation of current law. 

Many submissions reflect current themes, with valuable contributions to the 
fields of migration law and digital rights, others addressing pressing issues 
in environmental law. 

From these, we selected a short-list, and eventually a winner, and one 
almost-winner, that were awarded with an honourable mention. 

The honourable mention goes to an article that contains a well-structured 
exposé on environmental damages, addressing the issue of how to value 
the loss of an environment that can never return.  

Extrapatrimoniale milieugerelateerde schade:  
een pleidooi voor een eenvormig schadebegrip  

written by Simon van Eekert (KU Leuven). 

Then our winner. The winning article is beautifully executed example of 
what we all felt was ‘classic Ius Commune’ research. The author is keenly 
aware of the strengths and weaknesses of her approach. And of the latter, 
we found there were many. It contained a clear problem statement, 
followed by an elaborate legal comparison – combined with an investigation 
into law in action. The findings from Belgium, England, Wales, Germany 
and Switzerland were synthesized to come up with actionable advice for the 
Netherlands on how to deal with powers of attorney for those who suffer 
from an impairment of their personal faculties. 



The Ius Commune Prize of 2024 goes to: 

Continuing powers of attorney – different legal 
rules, similar problems and solutions: What can 

the Netherlands learn from Belgium, England and 
Wales, Germany and Switzerland? 

written by Rieneke Stelma-Roorda (VU Amsterdam) 

Our heartfelt congratulations! 

Utrecht/Maastricht, 28 November 2024  

The jury:  

Anoeska Buijze (chair, Utrecht) 
Caroline Cauffman (Maastricht) 
Wiebe Hommes (Amsterdam) 
Joeri Vananroye (Leuven) 


